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Skaneateles and participated in service
missions around the world. Remark-
ably, she was the first female ever
elected president of the 900-plus-year-
old order of the Knights of Malta, an
incredible feat.

Noreen will leave behind an enduring
legacy that will live on through the
many community works she cham-
pioned and the countless lives, includ-
ing mine, that she uplifted through her
educational endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in hon-
oring the life and legacy of Noreen
Falcone. May she rest in peace.

——

HONORING EARLINE AND CHUCK
ROGERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. MRVAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, before I
begin, I would like to wish my daugh-
ter Genevieve a happy 18th birthday.

It is with great respect and sincere
admiration that I rise today to cele-
brate Black History Month and its 2021
theme, ‘“The Black Family: Represen-
tation, Identity, and Diversity.”

This year’s theme reflects on the un-
wavering resilience of the Black family
as a nurturing and loving foundation
for Black excellence, even as it con-
tinues to face systemic racism and sig-
nificant disparities in our society. The
Black family has positively impacted
our Nation throughout its history, and
it is important to acknowledge and af-
firm that Black history is American
history.

Today, I would like to take a mo-
ment to honor a Black family that has
played an instrumental role in public
service in Indiana, and that is the fam-
ily of former State Senator Earline
Rogers and Earline’s late husband,
Louis Charles ‘‘Chuck’ Rogers.

Chuck and Earline married in 1955
and had two children, Keith and Dara,
as well as many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. From working
selflessly as a public schoolteacher to
Earline’s decades of service in the Indi-
ana General Assembly, and Chuck hav-
ing been a dedicated firefighter and
first responder, the Rogers family is an
exemplary pillar of the northwest Indi-
ana community.

In her pursuit for education, Earline
graduated with honors and as senior
class president from Roosevelt High
School and later went on to earn both
a bachelor and master of science in
education from Indiana University.

After earning her degrees, Earline’s
early career included teaching in the
Gary Community School Corporation
and being an active member of the
American Federation of Teachers,
which subsequently encouraged her to
run for office.

Earline went on to serve in numerous
roles during her time in public service
and was one of Indiana’s most accom-
plished and effective legislators, work-
ing with all her colleagues, including
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my father, State Senator Frank
Mrvan, in a bipartisan fashion to im-
prove the lives of all Hoosiers.

One of her many accomplishments is
her legislation to address child exploi-
tation. A decade ago, Indiana had the
second highest rate of girls being sexu-
ally assaulted in grades 9 through 12,
with Black and Latino students among
the most vulnerable. These devastating
statistics prompted Senator Rogers,
along with my father and countless
other advocates, to champion Heath-
er’s Law, which requires the Indiana
Department of Education to develop a
program for Indiana schools to better
educate students about predators and
sexual abuse.

I am especially proud to note that
when I was first beginning my career in
public service, I had the opportunity to
intern for Earline in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly. I am proud to call
Earline one of my mentors. As a legis-
lator in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I will continue to strive to be as
dedicated as Earline in improving eco-
nomic opportunity and prosperity for
all residents of northwest Indiana.

I would also like to honor Chuck,
who recently passed away, on Decem-
ber 7, 2020. He will be remembered as a
loving father, a supportive husband,
and a great public servant.

Chuck attended East St. Louis High
School in Illinois and went on to grad-
uate from Indiana University. After
school, Chuck held several esteemed
positions, including as a member of the
U.S. Army, a high school sports coach,
and a high school educator of Black
studies.

Chuck was also a dedicated fire-
fighter, as he eventually earned the
title of fire battalion chief of the Gary
Fire Department, where he served for
40 years.

Chuck also served as a precinct com-
mitteeman in Indiana’s Third State
District, where he played an essential
role in Earline’s career as a State sen-
ator.

As we recognize and celebrate the
contributions of the Rogers and others,
we must also acknowledge and address
the structural factors that continue to
create challenges for the Black family.

In the last year, the COVID-19 public
health emergency and the tragic
killings of George Floyd, Breonna Tay-
lor, and so many others have exposed
these inequities.

Regarding the pandemic, I would
note that, regrettably, minorities ac-
count for more than 50 percent of all
hospitalizations and deaths from
COVID-19 in the United States. We
must remedy the early governmental
failures to distribute COVID-19 vac-
cines in an equitable manner to the
communities that have suffered the
most.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Black
History Month, let us recognize the in-
delible contributions of Black families
to the strength of our communities as
well as recommit ourselves to fighting
the pernicious influence of systemic
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racism and ameliorating the ongoing
harms experienced by too many Black
families in our society.

———

SAYING NO TO H.R. 5

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to H.R. 5, the non-
equality Equality Act.

This legislation is not about pro-
moting equality but provides pref-
erential rights to some people at the
expense of the rights of others. This
bill is a blatant attempt to normalize
and promote laws that are both unfair
and dangerous to our society.

H.R. 5 circumvents the bipartisan Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration Act, mak-
ing it illegal to oppose abortion and
forcing taxpayers to fund abortion and
healthcare professionals to perform
abortions in violation of their sincerely
held beliefs.

H.R. 5 will also violate women'’s right
to privacy and safety by opening the
door for predatory men to prey on
them in the most vulnerable of places:
in shelters, changing rooms, and show-
ers.

It will strip parental rights by per-
mitting children to undergo life-alter-
ing sex changes without parental con-
sent, which is nothing short of child
abuse.

It will undermine both individuals’
and businesses’ faith-based convictions.

Today, I proudly stand in defense of
our women, our children, and people of
faith by saying no to H.R. 5; no to bio-
logical males in women’s sports; no to
biological males in women’s shelters,
locker rooms, and showers; no to reli-
gious oppression of any kind; no to tax-
payer-funded abortion; and no to
transgender medical treatments for
children, which is child abuse. Yes,
child abuse. Transgender medical
treatments for children is child abuse.

God help us, have we lost our ever-
loving minds? Just think, think for a
minute.

I ask my colleagues to consider the
threats this bill poses to their families,
their communities, and join me in pro-
tecting and upholding our Constitution
by opposing this shameful legislation,
H.R. 5, that shows favoritism to some
while trampling on the rights of oth-
ers.

———

HONORING HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Hawaii (Mr. KAHELE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning to honor Mahina ‘Olelo Ha-
waii, or Hawaiian Language Month.

Colleagues, I have the wonderful
privilege of being native Hawaiian. My
culture has served as a guiding light
throughout my entire life, a light that
has survived because of the many
kupuna, our elders, who protected this
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